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French iirfantry""and 8000 cavalry. Lannes had made the
most of his small force. He covered the whole of bis
front with an unusually dense line of skirmishers; the
troops behind them were able to give the impression of
larger numbers, owing to the detached groups of trees, the
inequalities of the ground, and the high crops. Lannes also,
by moving them about and deploying them in different
positions, conveyed the impression of the arrival of more
troops. Their business was to fight a delaying action, to
keep Bennigsen occupied, and to induce him to bring across
the river his whole army, very inferior in numbers to the
corps which Napoleon, in a few hours, would be able to
collect against it. By 9 o'clock, Bennigsen had passed
across the river 46,000 men, a force amply sufficient to over-
whelm Lannes, with whom alone he still believed he would
have to deal.*

Six divisions of infantry, and most of the cavalry, had
crossed.

As his troops arrived, the Eussian commander drew them
up on the plain between Sortlack and the Damerau wood.
On the northern half of this space, between Damerau and the
Millstream, the 8th, 7th, 6th, and 3rd divisions, under
Gortchakow, stood, whilst the smaller southern portion, from
the Millstream to Sortlack, was occupied by the 1st and 2nd
divisions, the advanced guard, and part of the cavalry under
Kologribow. The greater part of the cavalry was in the
northern portion, under Uwarow and Gallitzin.

The infantry were drawn up in two lines; in the first
the regiments stood with their first and third battalions
deployed, the 2nd battalion in column behind. The second
line consisted of entire regiments in columns of battalions,
behind the 3rd battalions of the front line.

The greater part of the cossaeks were about the Damerau

* At 9 a.m. all the divisions had passed except one. The 6000 men
detached towards Allenburg -were sent back from the left bank (Wilson,
p. 155).